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ASC Area Office Renovation Projects 
By Tiauna Begay 

A head start building located in Baca, NM wasn’t 
occupied for two – three years until the Administrative 
Service Center (ASC) decided to renovate the building. 
The initial planning and renovation began in early 
November 2017. ASC was able to put up roughly 
$20,000 toward this project. Other organizations also 
contributed toward this project. The Baca contact that 
was most involved was Sharon Francisco who is 

Navajo Nation Division of Community Development �1

In this Issue 

•  ASC Area Office 
Renovation Project 

• DCD's Christmas Banquet 

• New Process for Lifeline 
Phone Registration 

• Former Bennett Freeze Area 
Home Improvements/ Rural 
Addressing Training 

• Bulletin Board 

• Navajo Nation Census 
Information Center News 

• Personnel News 

• PLUS Codes 

Did You Know... 

The Navajo name for 
January is Yasníłt'ees –– which 
means 'Crusted Snow'. 

Upcoming Events 

January 1: New Year's Day 

January 15: Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day 

January 29-February 1: Navajo 
Nation Public Safety Summit - 
Twin Arrows 

February 2: Chapter Website 
Training - DCD Conference 
Room 

February 14: LRAC Training - 
DCD Conference Room

COMMUNITY UPDATE 
Division of Community Development Newsletter • January 2018

Division of Community Development • P.O. Box 1904, Window 
Rock, AZ 86515 • (928) 871-7182 • www.nndcd.org

Office Building in Baca, NM (AFTER) 

http://www.nndcd.org
http://www.nndcd.org


January 2018

Baca's Chapter Manager. Mr. Carl 
Smith, DCD Executive Director, 
alongside Construction Supervisor 
Anderson Lynch and his team were 
able to get 75% of the renovation 
done including restoring electric 
power. The DCD construction crew did 
a professional job with the renovation. 
The purpose of the renovations was to 
establish an Area Office for ASC's 

Region 8 service area. They will be 
servicing the southeast area of Eastern 
Navajo Agency. ASC looks forward to 
providing technical assistance to Region 8 
chapters (both LGA certified and Non LGA 

certified). 

While waiting on materials for the Baca, 
NM renovation, the DCD construction 
crew started renovating the ASC area 
office building in Fort. Defiance, AZ. 
The work that has been done already 
includes a roof replacement, heaters 
fixed and replaced, old carpet/ tiles 
being stripped, and boxes/ office 
materials being moved out of the 
building to get the walls prepped and 
ready for fresh new paint. 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By Tiauna Begay
On the 20th of December, 2017, the Division 
of Community Development staff had their 
Christmas Banquet at Hilton Garden Inn in 
Gallup, NM. The Banquet started with Roger 
James, Master of Ceremony, greeting 
everyone and giving the welcome address. An 
appearances was made by Crystal Littleben 
(Miss Navajo Nation), Wade Adakai (son of 
DCD’s Program and Projects Specialist James 
Adakai), and James Junes (Motivational 
Speaker/ Comedian). Miss Navajo gave a very 
informative speech on how to stay healthy 
mentally, physically, and emotionally. Wade 
Adakai gave a very good performance playing 
guitar and singing Christmas songs. James 
Junes (made possible by donations from Real 
Time Solutions and Casey Begay) had us 
laughing as usual, but he also gave us the 
most vulnerable and motivational speech of 
how he had a rough start in life but turned his 
life around to better himself and others by 
making them laugh. After our special 
appearances, it was time to eat a very good 
meal where the Hilton Garden Inn served 
Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables, 
Salad, and Desert. When everyone was just 
about done eating, various employees drew 
names and exchanged presents with other 
employees.  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On Monday, December 18, 2017 members of the Universal Service Administrative Company 
(USAC) came to the Navajo Nation to meet with some of the chapters and Navajo Nation 
officials on new regulations regarding the Universal Service Lifeline program.  The Lifeline 
program provides discounts to eligible customers for the cost of basic phone service and has 
been heavily used on the Navajo Nation.   

The Federal Communications Commission recently passed some new regulations governing the 
Lifeline program that changes how the verification process works for Lifeline customers.  Before, 
the phone companies could do the verification themselves.  Under the new regulations, a 
national verifier must now provide the verification.  USAC will be administering this national 
verifier role.  The USAC team made the visit to the Navajo Nation to see how chapters were 
progressing with rural addressing. The team was able to visit St. Michaels Chapter and 
Oaksprings Chapter to get an understanding of how the chapters distribute information. They 
met with St. Michaels CSC, Donna Whitehair, and Vice President, Alfred M. Mike, Sr.   

Later at NDOT Conference Center, USAC also met with various Navajo Nation departments 
administering social service programs to talk about partnering and data sharing.  Navajo Nation 
President Russell Begaye was also present and spoke to how this might affect customers on the 
Navajo Nation. 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Rural Addressing 
Training

On December 21, 2017, Navajo Nation 
Division of Community Development's 
Administrative Service Center  (NNASC) and 
Navajo Nation Addressing Authority 
(NNAA) held a Physical Address Verification 
Training for NN chapters, where 35 people 
attended the morning session and 12 during 
the afternoon session. The Real ID Act that 
took effect in November 2016 for the state of 
New Mexico required private citizens to 

provide two 
forms of proof 
of residency.  So, 
both NNASC 
and NNAA 
joined alongside 
the Motor 
Vehicle Division 
(MVD) to 

initiate a process that would be simpler, yet  
informative, called Physical Address 
Verification (PAV). This document would 
serve for purposes such as getting your 
license renewed. This simplified PAV process 
is provided to NN Chapters so the chapter 
can generate the second residency 
verification. The training focused on web 
resource mapping tools for providing these 
documents.

Former Bennett Freeze 
Home Improvement

President Russell Begaye turned over 
responsibility for the FBFA housing project to 
Division of Community Development several 
months ago.  Since then, DCD has been 
working with the Navajo Housing Authority, 
Navajo Hopi Land Commission, and the 9 
Chapters surrounding the FBFA to get 
homesites assessed and ready for construction. 
DCD contributed help in terms of Home 

Assessments, 
Compiling 
Housing 
Material, and 
with the 
Procurement 
Process. 

  A ground 
breaking ceremony for the first group of 36 
modular homes was held recently.  The Navajo 
Nation set aside more than $3 million for 
construction and renovation of FBFA homes. 
Project Managers Carl Smith (DCD's 
Executive Director), Casey Begay (DCD's 
Department Manager), NHA's Construction 
Supervisor Ernest Franklin, and all 9 FBFA 
chapters Community Service Coordinators 
have been working closely with NTUA, 
Arizona Public Service, and Cholla Electric to 
get the FBFA project on its way to success.
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Bulletin Board

Talks expected after override of 
veterans fund veto

In a swift and unanimous vote, the Navajo Nation 
Council made a defiant decision to override 
President Russell Begaye’s veto of changes to the 
Veterans Trust Fund.

Begaye vetoed the bill in November.

https://navajotimes.com/rezpolitics/talks-
expected-override-veterans-fund-veto/

PRESIDENT BEGAYE APPROVES $2.4 
MILLION FOR GRAZING, FARM AND 
LAND BOARDS

President Russell Begaye on Sunday signed a 
resolution awarding $2.45 million from the Navajo 
Nation’s Unreserved, Undesignated Fund Balance 
in stipends for officials serving on district grazing 
committees and farm boards, as well as the 
Eastern Navajo Land Board.

https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?
u=0bf367cc7bf787cb9b02b21c8&id=2ead256f5b

PRESIDENT BEGAYE SIGNS AGREEMENT 
PROVIDING HOUSING SUPPORT TO 
NAVAJO UNM STUDENTS

On Jan. 3, President signed off on an agreement with 
the University of New Mexico (UNM) to purchase the 
rights to occupancy of the Lobo Rainforest Building, a 
college dormitory space for 118 Navajo students.

“One of the primary reasons for the high college 
dropout rate for Native Americans is due to financial 
distress,” President Russell Begaye said. “With student 
housing owned by the Navajo Nation, we can alleviate 
some of this burden off our students and support them 
in reaching their full potential.”

In the agreement, the Regents of UNM grant the 
Navajo Nation the rights to occupy the entire fifth and 
sixth floors of the Lobo Rainforest Building. The 
agreement is for the term of three years and seven 
months starting on Jan. 1, 2018 and ending on Jul. 31, 
2021.

https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?
u=0bf367cc7bf787cb9b02b21c8&id=9cea16bfaf
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Navajo Nation Census Information Center News 

Upcoming 
2018 Product Calendar

The U.S. Census Bureau has posted anticipated release dates for each regular and recurring statistical 
product scheduled for release in 2018. These products are listed in the Census Bureau’s online product 
calendar, which is updated as needed throughout the year.

Learn What Surveys Are Being Conducted in Your Community 

See which of our 130-plus annual surveys are being conducted in your community. In a variety of surveys 
and censuses, evolving from the first census in 1790, the Census Bureau provides official information 
about America’s people, businesses, industries and institutions. See surveys currently being conducted in 
each Census Bureau region:

Atlanta (https://www.census.gov/about/regions/atlanta/surveys-programs.html)

Chicago (https://www.census.gov/about/regions/chicago/surveys-programs.html)

Denver (https://www.census.gov/about/regions/denver/surveys-programs.html)

Los Angeles (https://www.census.gov/about/regions/los-angeles/surveys-programs.html)

New York (https://www.census.gov/about/regions/new-york/surveys-programs.html)

Philadelphia (https://www.census.gov/about/regions/philadelphia/surveys-programs.html)

All Surveys (https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/are-you-in-a-survey/survey-list.html)

Census Bureau Emergency Management Data and Tools 

When disaster strikes, look to the U.S. Census Bureau’s Emergency Preparedness page. The Census 
Bureau produces timely local demographic and economic data that are important to emergency 
management efforts. Find data, tools and links to reports on recent emergency events.

2020 Census 
2020 Census Local Update of Census Addresses Operations (LUCA) 

The 2020 Census LUCA registration deadline was Dec. 15, 2017. The LUCA registration deadline for 
areas impacted by the 2017 natural disasters has been extended to Jan. 31, 2018. These include the 
California wildfires and Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Maria, and Nate as noted on the Emergency 
Preparedness website. See here for more information.
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American Community Survey 
2012-2016 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample, 
Variance Replicate Tables and Results for the Puerto Rico Community 
Survey 

The U.S. Census Bureau has scheduled for the release of the 2012-2016 American Community Survey 
Pubic Use Microdata Sample, the 2012-2016 variance replicate tables and the Puerto Rico Community 
Survey. The Public Use Microdata Sample files provides a 5 percent sample of the U.S. population to users 
to create their own tabulations. (Scheduled for release Jan. 18.)

Demographic 
National, State and Puerto Rico Total Population Estimates on 
American FactFinder 

Annual Estimates of the Resident Population: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2017 will soon be available for the 
Nation, States and Puerto Rico through American FactFlinder. (Data available Jan. 18.) These estimates 
were released on December 20, 2017 on the Population and Housing Units Estimates Web page: https://
www.census.gov/program-survyes/popest.html.

Census Bureau Updates the Response Outreach Area Mapper Web 
Application 

The U.S. Census Bureau will update the Response Outreach Area Mapper web application (formerly 
known as Low Response Score). This interactive tool identifies areas at the tract level that have 
historically been hard to count. It provides users with data visualizations that can be used to assist with 
planning, targeting and allocation of community resources. (Tentatively scheduled for release in 
January.)January.)

Custodial Mothers and Fathers and Their Child Support: 2015 

This report shows national-level trends of child-support income received by parents for children whose 
other parent(s) lived elsewhere. The Census Bureau collects detailed information about child-support 
agreements or awards, such as the reported amounts due and received, as well as other socio-economic 
characteristics about custodial parents and their families. (Tentatively scheduled for release in January.)

READ MORE AT: https://www.census.gov/newsroom/tip-sheets/2018/tp18-01.html 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DCD OPEN POSITIONS  

Chapter Community Services 
Coordinator:  
Lukachukai, AZ 
Blue Gap, AZ
Rough Rock, AZ
Crystal, NM

Chapter Accounts Maintenance 
Specialists: 
Tsaile, AZ
Alamo, NM
Standing Rock, NM
Nahodishgish, NM
Tsayatoh, NM
Tohatchi, NM
Jeddito, AZ
Crystal, NM
Kaibeto, AZ
Navajo Mountain, AZ

ASC Administrative Service Officer: 
Dilkon, AZ
Baca, NM

PERSONNEL NEWS

For the most up-to-date personnel info, please visit 
DPM's website at 

 http://www.dpm.navajo-nsn.gov/jobs.html

DCD welcomes their newest hires, 
Darlene Watson and Gloria Gray, to the 

Navajo Nation Rural Addressing team. 

The two new temporary staff will be 

helping with the Rural Addressing 

efforts.

New Rural Addressing Staff

DCD Suffers Staff Reduction 

DCD had to let go of six temporary 
employees due to insufficient funds. 
The hard working men that were let go 

were instrumental to DCD's Special 
Housing Projects. They were helping 

with President Russell Begaye's 
community housing projects, veterans' 
housing projects, Former Bennett 
Freeze Area housing renovations, and 

the ASC office renovations.

http://www.dpm.navajo-nsn.gov/jobs.html
http://www.dpm.navajo-nsn.gov/jobs.html
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P L U S  C O D E S 
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The DCD Newsletter, "Community Info", is produced monthly by the Division of 
Community Development and is a resource for division staff and chapters. 

NEWSLETTER TEAM: 
Norbert Nez, Editor 
Denise Copeland, Assistant Editor 
Sylvia Jordan, Contributing Writer 
Tiauna Begay, Contributing Writer


